and valuable medical works owe their origin to an isolated case, whence, as from a well-spring, has flowed the steady current of longcontinued researches. The case may have been eminently synthetic and typical, and therefore worthy of a man's life. It may be his own case, and the author may have worked it out in all its bearings as if he were writing an autobiography; or, on the threshold of medical life, a man may have had to live, face to face, with some particular form of disease, and affection may have magnified his powers of observation and made him strive incessantly to see farther and to do better.
The work which we are about to consider is, as it were, the development of a case which Dr. Bernutz had under his care in 1844. The patient first suffered from a swelled abdomen and severe expulsive pains at a menstrual period, the catamenial flow being absent. The pains subsided, but returned with increased severity at the four subsequent menstrual periods, which were only once attended by a scanty flow of blood. The patient was carried off by acute peritonitis, and a large coagulum of blood was found in the pelvis. The 
